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Chandelier Reflections

for chamber orchestra

written for the Eastman School of Music Graduate Composers’ Sinfonietta

Instrumentation

Flute (doubling Alto Flute)
Oboe
Clarinet in B’

Bassoon

Hornin F
Trumpet in C
Trombone
Tuba

Percussion 1
(Crotales, 2 Triangles, 4 Toms, Tam-tam)
Percussion II

(Vibraphone, Bass Drum)

Harp
Piano

Strings

Approximate Duration...............oooooiii 9 minutes

Program Note

Chandelier Reflections is the first piece I wrote during my doctoral studies at Eastman. It was largely inspired by the striking blue
and gold glass sculpture hanging inside Wolk Atrium under a skylight at the Eastman School of Music. Designed by Dale
Chihuly, this work evokes a sense of wonder and otherness, and when the right light shines through the already amorphous and
colorful structure, it transforms into something that defies rigidity and categorization. The ever-changing lights that the
sculpture can produce lend themselves so well to the variety of shifting colors and expressions that are available to this
instrumentation that I felt obligated to connect music to the beauty of light and glass.

Performance Notes

n - niente (nothing — begin or end as silently as possible)

[ J
® 0, I repeat given notes or figure randomly

The different sections of the piece evoke varying degrees of light and expression. The conductor should attempt to highlight
these different moods through the use of rubato, phrasing, balance, etc.

Several performance notes are also given as footnotes throughout the score. The conductor should make note of these directions through the
rehearsal process.
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Chandelier Reflections

A dark calmness, molto rubato (J =c.52)

for chamber orchestra
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Prismatic, slightly faster (J =¢. 56)
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Starting m.59 with the contrabass, the strings should randomly play the given harmonics with any chosen bowed technique,
using any rhythmic value between S and J (The overall effect should emulate the sparkling and bouncing of light.)
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|Starting m. 88, flute, oboe, clarinet, violins, and viola should randomly play the given pitches as rapidly and aggressive as possible.|
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[If whistle tones are unachievable or relatively unstable for the flute, very soft harmonics may be played instead.|
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[The final vibraphone notes should begin after a sufficient decay of the ensemble for clarity purposes|
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