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Fuse, Charge, Break

for orchestra

Written for the 2022 Toledo Symphony Orchestra reading session at Bowling Green State University

Instrumentation:

Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
English horn
2 Clarinets in Bb
Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C

3 Trombones (2 Tenor/1 Bass)
Tuba

Timpani (4 drums)
3 Percussion
Perc. I: Crotales (1 octave), Vibraphone, 2 Bongos, Woodblock,
Medium Suspended Cymbal, Triangle
Perc. II: Glockenspiel, Sandblocks, 3 Toms, Bass Drum
Perc. III: Chimes, Snare Drum, Large Suspended Cymbal, Tam-Tam
Harp
Piano (optional dbl. Celesta)

Strings

All transposing instruments are written in transposing pitch

Contrabass harmonics sound down 1 octave

Program Note

Fuse, Charge, Break was originally composed with the idea of emulating the sound of a single firework, gradually
morphing into a bombastic firework show. The final and complete version decided to go its own way, but what remains is
an explosive show piece for orchestra. As this piece’s first reading was gradually put off due to the global pandemic, I
decided I wanted to honor both organizations instrumental in the creation of this piece, namely Bowling Green State
University and the Toledo Symphony Orchestra. This resulted in the main motives of BGSU (B-flat, G, E-flat, C) and TSO
(B, E-flat, G), which begin the work and slowly weave their way through the orchestra.

Approximate Duration...................oooo 6 minutes
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